HISTORY OF LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Two Inpians KiLLep AT THE LATHROP AND BRADLEY RANCH

From the narratives of A. L. Harper and William W. Asbury
and A. L. Tunison’s Diary.

The Honey Lakers got back to the Lathrop ranch, for that is
what it was ealled, on Tuesday, April 1st. During the afternoon
of the Sunday before this two Indians were seen coming toward
the house on that ranch. In the house at that time, as nearly as
can be ascertained, were Lathrop and his Wife, Samuel Marriott,
a lame man named Hobbs, and a Chinaman, They thought that
the Indians were spies and they planned to get them into the
house and question them and then tie them and take them out
and kill them. The Indians came into the house and put down
their guns when told to do so, but when questioned would only
say that there were twelve more of them at the Hot springs.
Before long the white men started in to tie them, In the scuffle
that followed Hobbs was left alone with the larger Indian while
the rest of them were wrestling with the other one. The Indian
tried to draw his knife and Hobbs called for help. Lathrop ran
to his aid, caught up an old Minnie rifle that belonged to the
Indian, and told Hobbs to let go so he could shoot him. But Hobbs
was like the man who had the tiger by the tail, he eouldn’t let go.
The Indian was big and strong and he kept his adversary between
himself and Lathrop. Onece while this was going on Mrs. Lathrop,
who had been put into the back room to keep her out of danger,
looked through the door and told her husband not to shoot Hobbs.
Finally the white man succeeded in pushing the Indian away
from him and Lathrop shot him, the bullet going through his
body and the side of the house, too. Lathrop then helped tie the
other Indian and when this was done he looked around for the
one that had been shot. He had gone out of the house and walked
a couple of hundred yards north toward the emigrant road and
sat down under a sagebrush. Lathrop went out there and when
he got close to the Indian the latter’s eyes turned green with rage
and he cursed the white man and called him vile names. Lath-
rop put his pistol to the Indian’s head and killed him. He then
returned to the house and they took the other Indian outside.
The Chinaman wanted to kill him because he knew that the
Indians had killed three Chinamen ““a long time ago.”” Marrioft
shot him with a shotgun, but did not kill him dead and they let
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| the Chinaman finish him. They took him out to the other Indian
- and buried both of them there. They then put the carcass of a
- steer on the grave, put some brush on it, and burned it. The next
i‘day some of them went to Susanville and took the ponies of the
' two Indians with them as they did not want to keep them on the
ranch.
- In the pouch of the Indian shot by Lathrop they found some
- short pieces cut from endgate rods. The Indians managed to get
"hold of a few guns, but it was hard for them to get any ammuni-

" tion and these pieces of iron were to be used for bullets.
Figar wiTH THE INDIANS AT THE LaTHrOP RANCH

- This story is a continnation of the previous one. Tt is said
that a day or two after these Indians were killed two Piutes came
to Lathrop’s ranch and told him they had seen them killed and
" buried and that in a few days they were going to kill him and
burn his house and kill all the whites in the valley. Whether
this is true or not, Lathrop got frightened and sent to Susan-
‘ville for help and Frank Drake, Fielding Long, and Robert
Johnston went down there. B. E. Shumway was living there at
' the time. The afternoon of the 2nd of April the men who were
' bringing in the cattle recovered from the Indians reached the
‘valley. Part of them stayed that night at the Lathrop ranch and
the others went up to the Emerson place. James C. La Tour,
' William James, John Hyder, ‘‘ Texas,”” —— Slidell, Oshorn,
‘and George (Dutch) Harris, Shasta county teamsters coming in
from the Humboldt, stayed at Lathrop’s that night. Lathrop,
' Bradley, and Tom Harvey were there and perhaps a man or two
rmcore It is impossible to be exaet about their number or their
inames
. Drake got up at daylight the next morning, and happening to
'look toward the northeast, saw a party of mounted men, Indians
_l_as he supposed, outlined against the sky as they came over the hill.
'He awoke the boys and told them that the Indians were coming
~and then got on his horse and rode up to the Emerson ranch and
[ told them about it. The men there went to Lathrop’s as fast as
{they could, but being on foot didn’t get there until the trouble
Ewas over.
K,

The men awakened by Drake arose and dressed, prepared their
guns, and got out of sight. Just about this time the Indians,
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